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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: DGB BONN LIAISON CHIEE ARRESTED FOR ESPIONAGE 
AND LATER RELEASED 

REE: (1) BONN 13235, 13389 

(2) BONN 06630, 06731, SEP 27 AND 29, 1972 

(3) STUTTGART 0763 

1. SUMMARY. WALTER BOEHM, 56, THE GERMAN TRADE UNION 
CONFEDERATION (DGB) LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVE AND CHIEE 
LOBBYIST IN BONF, AND HIS WIFE WERE ARRESTED ON NOVEM- 
BER 1 1 FOR SUSPECTED ESPIONAGE. ON NOVEM- 
BER 13, THE FEDERAL JUDGE IN KARLSRUHE RELEASED THEM BUT 
REEUSED COMMENT. THE FEDERAL ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OEFICE 
ANNOUNCED THE BOEHMNVESTIGATION WILL CONTINUE. 

BOEHM'S ARREST AND ESPIONAGE CHARGES HEADLINE PRESS 
TREATMENT SIMILAR TO RECENT "GUILLAUME SPY AFFAIR". 

END SUMMARY. 

2. BOEHM BECAME CHIEF OF THE DGB'S BONN LIAISON OFEICE 
ON SEPTEMBER 1,1971. HE ARRIVED IM THE ERG AS AN EAST 
GERMAN REFUGEE IN 1958 AND ALLEGEDLY HAD WORKED WITH THE 
SPD EAST BUREAU WHILE IN EAST GERMANY. FROM 1963 TO 

1965, HE WORKED EOR DGB PRESS AND INFORMATION OFFICE IN 
DUESSELDORE. IN 1965, HE WAS SENT TO INDONESIA TO HEAD 
FRIEDRICH EBERT FOUNDATION DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE OFFICE 
IN JAKARTA AND WORKED THERE UNTIL HE RETURNED TO THE ERG 
TO ASSUME HIS DUTIES IN BONN. WHILE IN BONN, HE MAIN- 
TAINED LIAISON WITH THE BUNDESTAG, GOVERNMENT OEFICES, 
POLITICAL PARTIES AND EOREIGN EMBASSIES. HE ALSO SERVED 
AS DGB REPRESENTATIVE ON MINISTRY OF INNER-GERMAN 
AFEAIRS ADVISORY COUNCIL ON GERMAN REUNIFICATION QUES- 
TIONS AND ON THE EXECUTIVE COUHCIL OF THE KURATORIUM 
UNTEILBARES DEUTSCHLAND. BOEHM ASO WAS A CAPTAN (RE- 
SERVE) IN THE BUNDESWEHR AND ALLEGEDLY PARTICIPATED IN 
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE TRAINNG PROGRAMS. HE RETURNED 
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FROM A SHORT ACTIVE DUTY TOUR A EEW WEEKS BEFORE HE WAS 
ARRESTED. 

3. THE DGB HAS CONFIRMED THAT HE WAS ARRESTED ON MON- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 11, AND THAT THE DGB DISMISSED HIM FOR 
CAUSE THE SAME DAY. IN A PRESS RELEASE NOVEMBER 12, THE 
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DGB ANNOUNCED BOEHM'S IMMEDIATE DISMISSAL EOR CAUSE DUE 
TO BOEHM'S "EXCEEDING HIS DELEGATED AUTHORITY" AND TO 
"LOSS OE CONEIDENCE" IN HIM. FURTHERMORE, THE DGB SAID, 

IT HAD INEORMED COMPETENT AUTHORITIES OF ITS SUSPICION 
THAT BOEHM WAS INVOLVED IN ESPIONAGE ACTIVITY. SO FAR, 

THE DGB HAS NOT REACTED TO BOEHM'S RELEASE BY THE FEDE- 
RAL JUDGE IN KARL. 

JUDGE PRESIDENT VETTER ALSO 

CLAIMED IN A NOVEMBER 12 TV INTERVIEW THAT THE DGB HAD 
INFORMED RESPONSIBLE FRG OFFICES ABOUT CERTAIN ALLEGA- 
TIONS CONCERNING BOEHM'S RELIABILITY. 

4. SO EAR, BOEHM HAS DENIED THE CHARGES. 

5. COMMENT. EOR THE PAST SIX WEEKS BOEHM HAS BEEN 
UNDER INVESTIGATION AND HAS BEEN INTERROGATED SEVERAL 
TIMES BEFORE HIS ARREST AND RELEASE. IE THESE CHARGES 
AGAINST BOEHM ARE SUSTAINED, THIS SPY CASE PROMISES TO 
BE EMBARRASSING AS FAR AS THE DGB AND SPD 

ARE CONCERNED. THIS CASE CLIMAXES 5 SIGNIFICANT ESPIO- 
NAGE CASES DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS INCLUDING: (A) 

WIHELM GRONAU (REF 1), HEAD DGB EAST- WEST SECRETARIAT; 

(B) MRS. GRONAU, WHO WORKED AS PERSONAL SECRETARY OF 
PETER MICHELS, DIRECTOR OF THE LARGEST DGB REGIONAL OR- 
GANIZATION EOR THE STATE OFNORTH RHINE- WESTPHALIA; 

(C) GUENTER GUILLAUME (REF 2), LABOR ADVISOR OF EX- 
CHANCELLOR WILLY BRANDT; (D) HANS FALTERMEIER (REF 3), 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER AND HEAD ORGANIZATION DEPART- 
MENT OF DGB PUBLIC SERVICES UNION, AND (E) THE BOEHM 

CASE. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT AT LEAST ONE OTHER 
SIMLAR CASE AGAINST AN SPD LABOR REPRESENTATIVE IS 
PENDING. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 
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